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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^3 Claim(s) 1-27 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-27 is/are rejected. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's Amendment filed on January 20, 2004 in response to Examiner's Office 
Action has been reviewed. Claims 1-3, 7, 8, 11-15, and 18-23 have been amended and claims 24- 
27 have been added. 

2. Claims 1-27 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Hoover et 
al. (Hereinafter "Hoover") U.S. Patent No. 5,724,575, in view of DeLorme et al. (Hereinafter 
"DeLorme") U.S. Patent No. 5,948,040. 

4. As to claim 1, Hoover teaches an information service system including a plurality of user 
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terminals and a center capable of data communication with said user terminals [a plurality of 
remotely located user computers and an object broker computer, see col. 5, lines 49-51; ab; fig. 
1,6], said center comprising: 

database construction means for adding information based on terminal-side information 
transmitted by said user terminals to an information database [transforms data stored in a 
plurality of remote, heterogeneous user databases into a homogeneous data model, see the 
abstract; col. 6, lines 61-64]; 

retrieval means for retrieving information according to the terminal-side information 
transmitted by said user terminals based on the information database constructed by said 
database construction means [col. 6, lines 27-51]; and 

distribution means for distributing the information retrieved by said retrieval means as 
distributed information [col. 6, lines 31-33], said user terminals comprising: 

input means for inputting information from a user [col. 11, lines 45-48; col. 30, lines 51- 

52]; 

situation detecting means [inherent in the system in order to detect access privileges of a 
user, col. 31, lines 10-11] for detecting information on the situation of said user [check access 
privileges of a user, col. 31, lines 10-11]; 

terminal-side information generation means for generating said terminal-side information 
including at least information input with said input means and the situation information detected 
by said situation detecting means [col. 30, lines 50 to col. 31, lines 14]; 
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storage and transmission means for storing the terminal-side information [col. 6, lines 21- 
26] generated by said terminal-side information generation means in memory means and for 
transmitting it to said center [col. 31, lines 11-14]; and 

process execution means for executing a predetermined process based on the distributed 
information distributed by said center [col. 31, lines 15-29]. 

However, Hoover does not explicitly teach that the user terminal is a mobile user 
terminal, and data regarding an environment of the user that varies with movement of the user. 
Delorme teaches that the user terminal is a mobile user terminal [mobile users, ab; 906 of fig. 
9B; col. 7, lines 30-35], and data regarding an environment of the user that varies with 
movement of the user [user's personal travel preferences, needs, budget, and timetable, col. 17, 
lines 14 to col. 18, lines 23; col. 35, lines 9-60]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the Data Processing art 
at the time of the invention to have modified Hoover's system for object-based relational 
distributed databases provided thereof would have incorporated the teachings of DeLorme 
especially data regarding the environment of mobile users for planning travel activities; the 
motivation being to expand and enhance the versatility of Hoover's system to optimize search 
operation of finding objects containing the data of interest. 

As to claim 3, all the limitations of this claim have been addressed in the analysis above, 
and this claim is rejected on that basis. 
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As to claim 12, Hoover and DeLorme teach the invention substantially as claimed. 
DeLorme further teaches that information is a scenery information [col. 35, lines 16-45]. 

As to claim 13, Hoover and DeLorme teach the invention substantially as claimed. 
DeLorme further teaches that said scenery information is information transmitted by each of said 
user terminals to said center as image information and edited at said center [col. 35, lines 16-45]. 

As to claims 21 and 22, all limitations of these claims have been addressed in the analysis 
above, and these claims are rejected on that basis. 

As to claim 2, Hoover and DeLorme teach the invention substantially as claimed. Hoover 
further teaches that said retrieval means of said center retrieves according to said request for 
retrieval using information included in said terminal-side information, when a request for 
retrieval is included in said terminal-side information; and said process execution means of said 
user terminal executes a notification process for notifying of the information according to said 
request distributed by the center as distributed information [col. 31, lines 29-40; col. 35, lines 44- 
45]. 

As to claim 4, Hoover and DeLorme teach the invention substantially as claimed. Hoover 
further teaches that said database construction means adds information obtained by editing said 
terminal-side information to said information database as information based on said 
terminal-side information [col. 6, lines 61-64]. 
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As to claim 5, Hoover and DeLorme teach the invention substantially as claimed. Hoover 
further teaches that said terminal side information comprises information associated with 
predetermined entries for inferring information relevant to said request for retrieval [col. 6, lines 
14-20]. 

As to claim 6, Hoover and DeLorme teach the invention substantially as claimed. Hoover 
further teaches that said terminal-side information is stored, transmitted and received in profiles 
in which information associated with particular entries among said predetermined entries is 
described [col. 31, lines 56 to col. 32, lines 13]. 

As to claim 7, Hoover and DeLorme teach the invention substantially as claimed. Hoover 
further teaches that said terminal-side information generation means of said user terminal 
generates said terminal-side information by inferring unknown information associated with 
entries of said terminal-side information based on past terminal-side information stored in 
memory means [col. 35, lines 40-60; col. 36, lines 5-18]. 

As to claim 8, Hoover and DeLorme teach the invention substantially as claimed. Hoover 
further teaches that said retrieval means of said center retrieves unknown information associated 
with entries of said transmitted terminal-side information; and said process execution means of 
said user terminal executes an information update process for adding information which is said 
unknown information retrieved by said retrieval means and which is distributed by said center as 
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distributed information to terminal-side information stored in said memory means [replace 
existing data, col. 34, lines 50-64; col. 35, lines 21-30]. 

As to claim 9, Hoover and DeLorme teach the invention substantially as claimed. Hoover 
further teaches that said retrieval means of said center selects past terminal-side information 
stored in said information database which is similar to said transmitted terminal-side information 
and retrieves unknown pieces of information in said transmitted terminal-side information based 
on said selected terminal-side information [col. 35, lines 40-50]. 

As to claim 10, Hoover and DeLorme teach the invention substantially as claimed. 
Hoover further teaches that said retrieval means of said center selects past terminal-side 
information stored in said information database which is similar to said transmitted terminal-side 
information based on the degree of similarity calculated on the basis of said profiles [col. 13, 
lines 66 to col. 14, lines 8; col. 14, lines 53-57]. 

As to claim 11, Hoover and DeLorme teach the invention substantially as claimed. 
Hoover further teaches that said user terminals further comprising: priority setting means for 
setting priorities for predetermined entries of said terminal-side information based on 
information input with said input means [inherent in the system, see case of emergency, fig. 
18C]; and query means for prompting a user to input information associated with an entry having 
a relatively high priority set by said priority setting means when said information does not satisfy 
predetermined conditions [see fig. 19A-19B]. 
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As to claims 14- 20, 23, and 24-27, all limitations of these claims are rejected in the 
analysis above, and these claims are rejected on that basis. 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-27 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new grbund(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy Pardo, whose telephone number is (703) 305-1091. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dov Popovici, can be reached at (703) 305-3830. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are as follows: 

(703) 872-9306 (Official Communication) 

and/or: 

(703) 746-5616 (Use this Fax#, only after approval by Examiner, for "INFORMAL" or 
"Draft" communication. Examiner may request that a formal/amendment be faxed directly to 
then on occasions). 

Any inquiry of a general nature of relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

7. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 308-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 

(703) 308-5359, (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
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Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 
Crystal Drive, Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 




March 25, 2004 



